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The numbers and needs are disheartening:

Thousands of Dane County families are on the
brink of homelessness or seeking shelter.
Thousands more adults and some children in the
county lack health insurance and preventive care.
Many hundreds of struggling school children come
from horrendous home settings.

Behind each statistic is a real person, a real family,
and a real opportunity for the community to intervene and change lives.

Such is the challenge for the United Way of Dane County and its annual fundraising campaign,
which formally kicks off Tuesday with Days of Caring, a huge effort focused on hands-on
projects in and around Madison. This year's campaign goal is $17.5 million, a 3.3 percent
increase over what was raised in 2011.

Campaign chairman Nick Meriggioli, president of Oscar Mayer/Kraft Foods, said he's seen
positive signs in the community for this year's fundraising push. This includes evidence of
continued success among United Way's 110 partner agencies, a record number of "loaned
executives" to help carry out the campaign, positive feedback from leaders of the county's
largest businesses, and the fact that last year nearly 40,000 people donated funds to the effort.

"I think the feelings are more optimistic overall," Meriggioli said, noting the somewhat better
economy.

The United Way's Agenda for Change includes three broad targets: education, safety and
health. The organization sets specific goals for improvement in each area, and then it measures
for results. The United Way's efforts range from early intervention with young families to
improving the well-being of elderly residents.

Why support the Dane County United Way campaign? Among thousands of reasons, here are
three:

It's local. All the money raised here stays here, and it is directed to priority local issues.
It's efficient. Local programs and services receive 86 cents of every dollar raised.
It's focused. United Way is a key player in the local safety net, and it strives to create lasting
solutions to community needs.

Want to help make Dane County a better place to be? Join the 2012 United Way campaign.
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IF YOU GO

The public is encouraged to attend Tuesday's United Way of Dane County campaign kickoff
luncheon, sponsored by Oscar Mayer/Kraft Foods. The free lunch runs from 11 a.m. to 1
p.m. at Willow Island at the Alliant Energy Center in Madison.
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