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Clad in turkey hats crafted from construction paper and "Live United" T-shirts, a group of Falk
Elementary School students said thanks a week early on behalf of the United Way of Dane
County.

United Way held a luncheon Thursday at Monona Terrace, where its leaders announced that the
charity is projected to reach $17.6 million raised for its 2012 campaign. The projection exceeds
the $17.5 million goal United Way announced during its annual Days of Caring service event at
the end of August.

More than 900 local donors attended Thursday's awards luncheon, which was highlighted by
the Falk students' performance of "The Turkey Tango."

The students, who had the day off for parent-teacher conferences, still went to school to catch a
bus and be a part of the event.

In total, the United Way announced that over 38,000 people and 1,100 are projected to be
campaign donors this year.

Nick Meriggioli, president of Oscar Mayer and United Way's 2012 campaign chair, said the
charity has already raised roughly 80 percent of its projected total.

"The $17.6 (million) is the projection that we believe we're going to end the year with. Of course
there are still campaigns running so there's still work to be done. We still need to make sure that
every person has the opportunity to give to United Way because we do believe it's important to
get to this number if not exceed it," Meriggioli said.

The local United Way beat the $16.6 million projection from its awards luncheon last year. It
finished 2011 having raised $16.9 million, Meriggioli said.

"It's a really nice increase from a year ago and it's a testament to the generosity of this
community," he added.

United Way uses annual donations to fund its Agenda for Change, which focuses on education,
health and safety issues in Dane County.
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