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It's reassuring to learn the Schools of Hope tutoring
project is working.

But more volunteers are needed to expand and
improve the effort.

"We've got to keep this — it's fundamental — and
then build on it," said Leslie Ann Howard, president
of the United Way of Dane County.

A two-year study by UW-Madison researcher Annalee Good largely confirms what has always
intuitively made sense — that extra and individualized attention for struggling students in
reading helps them improve.

Yet Good's findings, released last week, also emphasize the need for consistent tutoring —
something that isn't happening in many cases now.

Good found that elementary school students in the Schools of Hope program made larger
strides in reading than peers who didn't participate. The students in the study worked in small
groups of one or two students receiving help from one trained volunteer for 15 or more weekly
sessions in a school year.

Unfortunately, most student in the program don't get the full 15 sessions, fail to complete them
or are tutored in larger groups.

The United Way of Dane County hopes to recruit 100 more volunteers to help address this
problem. Hundreds of college students and retirees already participate, tutoring thousands of
students in and around the Madison district.

Teachers who have partnered with Schools of Hope give it high marks, according to a survey.

The Rev. Everett Mitchell of Christ the Solid Rock Baptist Church in Madison said he's a living
witness to the power community tutors can have on students. Mitchell was a struggling student
in Fort Worth, Texas, when a volunteer started reading to him. He went on to earn several
advanced degrees.

"That lady believed in me," Mitchell said. "She gave me a spark."

Schools of Hope is an important part of the much larger effort to close Madison's achievement
gaps for minority and low-income students.

Mitchell urged local employers to be flexible with employees who want to volunteer as tutors for
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an hour a week. It's not easy for working people to find free time during the school day.

Schools of Hope also needs more Spanish-speaking volunteers. Gloria Reyes, a police
investigator who leads the Centro Hispano board, said she's a strong believer in the program:
"We need to focus kids very early on" toward success.

Jane Belmore, Madison's interim superintendent, calls Schools of Hope "such a strong, focused
model."

Please consider volunteering if you can.

What do you think?

Should more tutoring by trained volunteers be part of the strategy to close the achievement
gaps? Send your view, 200 words or less, to wsjopine@madison.com or to Letters to the
Editor, P.O. Box 8058, Madison, WI 53708. Please include your address and phone number
for verification. A selection of responses will appear in next Sunday's newspaper.

How to help

To become a Schools of Hope tutor, dial 211 on any phone or visit
unitedwaydanecounty.org and click on the "volunteer" button and then click on the
graduation cap.
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