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A new collaboration between Dane County and the United Way seeks to provide continuous
support for low-income families with children from birth to 4-year-old kindergarten.

County Executive Joe Parisi and United Way of Dane County President Leslie Ann Howard
announced Tuesday a $150,000 program that would serve 27 families in the Leopold
Elementary attendance area starting in January.

"The challenges facing children in our schools call for community-wide solutions," Parisi said.

The program builds off of the county's Early Childhood Initiative, which started in 2005 and
assists parents of children until age 3 with parenting skills and finding stable employment. More
recently the United Way began a Parent-Child Home Program to teach parents early learning
skills for children ages 2 to 4.

The two programs aren't run in coordination, but the pilot "Early Childhood Zone" program run
out of the Joining Forces for Families office across from Leopold will provide both services for
children until they start school in order to create a "seamless transition."

The United Way is also opening a new Play and Learn site in the Leopold neighborhood as part
of the program. The Play and Learn program offers early childhood learning time for children not
old enough for preschool.

Howard said the Early Childhood Zone will reduce duplicated services as well as help close the
Madison School District's achievement gap.

"Thirty-eight percent of Madison children entering kindergarten do not have the skills necessary
to be successful in school," Howard said. "The creation of Early Childhood Zones will assure
that children enter school prepared, ready to learn and ultimately graduate from high school."

Parisi is including $60,000 in his 2013 county budget proposal for one full-time employee, and
employment and training services. The United Way is matching $60,000 for another employee,
and employment and training services. The funding is expected to draw in another $30,000 of
federal funding to help pay for a third employee.

The program could expand to other Early Childhood Initiative sites in the future if the results are
positive, Parisi said. Goals for participants include increasing 4-year-old kindergarten
attendance rates and securing stable housing.
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