
DANE COUNTY GRADUATION RATE (6-YEAR COHORT)

Children who start kindergarten-ready and finish high school are more likely to have the skills required  
to be successful in post-secondary education, an increasingly complicated job market and society. 
Adults with higher education levels are more likely to gain employment with family-sustaining wages. 

We’re investing in strategies and programs that help support quality childcare and early childhood  
development – creating connections with families and young children – because we know that parents 
are our children’s first teachers.  

We also support and lead programs that help prepare youth for the classroom and life beyond, through 
tutoring, mentoring and social-emotional learning (like empathy and confidence).  

YOUTH OPPORTUNITY 
(EARLY CHILDHOOD & EDUCATION)
HELPING YOUNG PEOPLE REALIZE THEIR FULL POTENTIAL 

GOAL: 

WHY IT MATTERS: 

UNITED WAY’S ROLE:  

MEASURE:

1. Build family well-being by intentionally and simultaneously working with children  
under five and the adults in their lives together.

2. All students succeed academically, and graduate high school prepared for higher  
education, career and community.

1.  Increase percent of third graders in Dane County reading proficiently at  
or above grade level. 

2. Increase percent of Dane County students who graduate high school. 
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THIRD GRADERS READING AT OR ABOVE GRADE LEVEL

HOME VISITS     •     CHILDCARE     •     TUTORING



STRATEGIES: CHILDCARE AND EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT

1.  Increase access to high quality, culturally relevant early care and education experiences 
particularly for Black, Indigenous and Families of Color experiencing poverty.

2.  Build caregivers (parents and early care and education teachers) understanding  
of healthy child development through family and community outreach (outside  
of childcare, i.e. home visiting).

3.  Connections to community resources and programs: remove barriers to  
accessing family support services that allow families to access the resources and  
services they need to overcome the experience of poverty (collective impact).

4.  Support/influence policy changes that will deepen early learning and development 
 outcomes for children.

IN SCHOOL, AFTER SCHOOL AND SUMMER LEARNING, LITERACY DEVELOPMENT,  
FAMILY ENGAGEMENT AND COLLEGE AND CAREER READINESS (K-12)

1.  Facilitate access to additional learning opportunities to enhance students’  
mastery of academic content.

2.  Build students’ social/emotional and non-cognitive skills. 

3.  Ensure students’ behavioral health and wellness. 

4.  Foster connection, belonging, leadership and academic success with youth  
at risk of disconnecting.

5.  Recognize family engagement as a key component to improve student  
successes and outcomes.
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