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Education: Children are cared for and have fun as they become prepared for school.      

 
Born Learning Mobilization Plan Agenda to Action    

 
Why It Matters 

• Brain research demonstrates the importance of the first 5 years of life as a foundation for future success. Born 
Learning Programs build and support caregivers and children’s developing brains.  

• Reading to and having conversations with young children helps develop critical thinking and pre-literacy skills. 
• Children from middle-income families are read to approximately 1,000 hours by the time they start kindergarten; 

children from low-income families only log 25 hours.  By the time they start kindergarten low-income children have 
heard 30 million fewer words than children from middle-income families.   

• The academic opportunity gap begins within the first year of life and is measurable at 18 months.  Some children are 
already 2 years delayed by age 5. 

 
• Poverty can affect children’s development, their academic success, overall health and lifetime earning potential – all 

barriers to economic stability.  

• In Dane County, 12% of children under the age of 5 are experiencing poverty.  3,615 of 30,560 (11.8%)[1]  

 
[1] 2014-2018 US Census American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, S1701 
 

Goal: 80% of our 4-year olds will be at age-expected development and ready to begin school by 2020. 
 

Promising/Best Practices and Research 
• One of the most important and consistent predictors of child cognitive and social development is the quality of 

parent-child interactions; this interaction is a better predictor than the number of words heard by a child.   
• Research suggests that language at school entry is the single best predictor of school outcomes (reading, math, 

social skills, later language) in grades 1 and 3 (Pace, Alper, Burcinal, Hirsh-Pasek and Golinkoff) 
• Early screening of all children at critical stages of their development prior to age five allows for the identification of 

potential developmental delays at early enough stages to intervene and potentially avoid continued delay. 
• In-home parenting support, called home visitation, has consistently been proven to help parents establish positive 

relationships with their children, model skills to provide positive, effective parenting and early literacy and education 
to their children, and connect families to needed resources.  

• 2-generation strategies, those that support the parents/adults in the child’s life as well as the child’s development, 
have shown substantial impacts for improving children’s educational outcomes, increasing earnings of adult workers, 
and providing resources that enable low-income families to overcome barriers to educational and economic success.   

 

Strategies 

• Engage and inform parents how to be their child’s first teacher. 
• Provide holistic family supports focused on 13 specific neighborhoods/geographic areas.  

• Screen children for developmental delays and provide families appropriate supports for children who show potential 
delays. 

• Develop a community of practice for practitioners, case managers, and resource centers for those serving families 
with children under 5. 

• Partner with healthcare professionals to ensure they are knowledgeable about community supports. 
 

2020 Community Impact Investment - $1,218,784 
• Parents and children will participate in community-based quality programming to support the child’s development or 

the parent’s role as their child’s first teacher.  
• Children will be screened using Ages and Stages through multiple community-based nonprofits and medical 

providers. Children with mild to significant developmental delays are referred for intervention or provided additional 
support.    

  

https://word-edit.officeapps.live.com/we/wordeditorframe.aspx?ui=en%2DUS&rs=en%2DUS&wopisrc=https%3A%2F%2Fuwdanecounty.sharepoint.com%2Fsites%2F2019InternalManagementReport%2F_vti_bin%2Fwopi.ashx%2Ffiles%2Fc7b7ed936baa486e9bc55d7b12afb511&wdenableroaming=1&mscc=1&hid=37add6ee-80b5-7d05-42ae-abc23a3c922f-325&uiembed=1&uih=teams&hhdr=1&jsapisr=1&dchat=1&sc=%7B%22pmo%22%3A%22https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%22%2C%22pmshare%22%3Afalse%2C%22surl%22%3A%22%22%2C%22curl%22%3A%22%22%2C%22vurl%22%3A%22%22%2C%22eurl%22%3A%22https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Ffiles%2Fapps%2Fcom.microsoft.teams.files%2Ffiles%2F2926377687%2Fopen%3Fagent%3Dpostmessage%26objectUrl%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fuwdanecounty.sharepoint.com%252Fsites%252F2019InternalManagementReport%252FShared%2520Documents%252FGeneral%252FINTMGT2019%2520WORKING%2520DRAFT.docx%26fileId%3Dc7b7ed93-6baa-486e-9bc5-5d7b12afb511%26fileType%3Ddocx%26userClickTime%3D1582567309800%26ctx%3Dfiles%26scenarioId%3D325%26theme%3Ddefault%26version%3D20191209022%26setting%3Dring.id%3Ageneral%26setting%3DcreatedTime%3A1582567309880%22%7D&wdhostclicktime=1582567309800&jsapi=1&newsession=1&corrid=a857dff7-3c03-4cfc-95b1-767457a99316&usid=a857dff7-3c03-4cfc-95b1-767457a99316&core=1&accloop=1&sdr=1&instantedit=1&wopicomplete=1&wdredirectionreason=Unified_SingleFlush#_ftn1
https://word-edit.officeapps.live.com/we/wordeditorframe.aspx?ui=en%2DUS&rs=en%2DUS&wopisrc=https%3A%2F%2Fuwdanecounty.sharepoint.com%2Fsites%2F2019InternalManagementReport%2F_vti_bin%2Fwopi.ashx%2Ffiles%2Fc7b7ed936baa486e9bc55d7b12afb511&wdenableroaming=1&mscc=1&hid=37add6ee-80b5-7d05-42ae-abc23a3c922f-325&uiembed=1&uih=teams&hhdr=1&jsapisr=1&dchat=1&sc=%7B%22pmo%22%3A%22https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%22%2C%22pmshare%22%3Afalse%2C%22surl%22%3A%22%22%2C%22curl%22%3A%22%22%2C%22vurl%22%3A%22%22%2C%22eurl%22%3A%22https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Ffiles%2Fapps%2Fcom.microsoft.teams.files%2Ffiles%2F2926377687%2Fopen%3Fagent%3Dpostmessage%26objectUrl%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fuwdanecounty.sharepoint.com%252Fsites%252F2019InternalManagementReport%252FShared%2520Documents%252FGeneral%252FINTMGT2019%2520WORKING%2520DRAFT.docx%26fileId%3Dc7b7ed93-6baa-486e-9bc5-5d7b12afb511%26fileType%3Ddocx%26userClickTime%3D1582567309800%26ctx%3Dfiles%26scenarioId%3D325%26theme%3Ddefault%26version%3D20191209022%26setting%3Dring.id%3Ageneral%26setting%3DcreatedTime%3A1582567309880%22%7D&wdhostclicktime=1582567309800&jsapi=1&newsession=1&corrid=a857dff7-3c03-4cfc-95b1-767457a99316&usid=a857dff7-3c03-4cfc-95b1-767457a99316&core=1&accloop=1&sdr=1&instantedit=1&wopicomplete=1&wdredirectionreason=Unified_SingleFlush#_ftnref1


2019 Internal Management Report 

 

 
10 

United Way of Dane County ● 2059 Atwood Avenue ● PO Box 7548 ● Madison, WI 53707-7548 

(608) 246-4350 ● www.unitedwaydanecounty.org 

2019 Progress on Born Learning 
• Home Visiting: 171 children and their families received home visiting. 88% are 4-K ready. 
• 3 Early Childhood Zones: served 203 families in a public-private partnership/collaboration providing early childhood 

development support through home visiting programs, family stability support through housing and employment 
programs to parents.  In partnership with Dane County, City of Madison and Oscar Rennebohm Foundation, the Zones 
are located in Madison (2) and Sun Prairie. 

• Access to Books:  Dolly Parton Imagination Library program increased children’s exposure to age-appropriate books 
through monthly mailings of over 100,000 books to 6,400 enrolled children. This program was made possible by a 
generous gift from a donor and ended in 2019 due to lack of an ongoing sustainable funding source.  

 

Measures 

 
 

How We Accomplished It 
Home Visiting is a proven strategy that effectively prepares parents and their children for future success in school. We 
invest in 3 Home Visiting Programs provided through RISE and Children’s Service Society (DBA Children’s Hospital of 
Wisconsin):  The Parent Child + Program, Welcome Baby and Kinder Ready. The Parent Child + Program, a literacy 
focused home visitation program, and our largest signature initiative, continues to produce strong results in helping at-risk 
families and their children get ready for school.  For the past 5 years, this program has met or exceeded nationally 
benchmarked standards of success. Children who graduated from Born Learning home visiting programs have better 
attendance and fewer behavior events in 4K and 5K at MMSD. Kindergarten attendance is a good indicator for future 
academic success. 
 
*Federal Poverty Guidelines define poverty for a family of four as income below $24,250 annually.  

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2009-2013 5 year American Community Survey  
**www.ZeroToThree.org/growingbrain 

 
Staff Contact:  Lauren Martin,  (608) 246-5488, lmartin@uwdc.org    Updated March 2020 
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