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2GEN (MULTIGENERATIONAL APPROACH)
VISION: FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN UNDER FIVE WHO ARE EXPERIENCING 
POVERTY HAVE COORDINATED ACCESS TO CROSS-GENERATIONAL SUPPORTS 
TO MEET THEIR NEEDS IN THE AREAS OF EDUCATION, INCOME AND HEALTH. 

GOAL: Build family well-being by intentionally and simultaneously working with  
children under five and the adults in their lives together. 

WHY IT MATTERS: Research and community input consistently point to similar strategies 
for family stability and mobility from poverty: coordinated holistic programs and policies that help 

meet children and caregivers’ goals simultaneously. For example, high quality education and housing 
partnered with public policies that support benefits and thoughtful data use and tracking.

Currently, 10.7% (3,216) of Dane County children under the age of five are experiencing poverty – however, 29.9% of 
Black children and 28.5% of Hispanic/Latino children are experiencing poverty (2016-2020 U.S. Census 5-year estimates).

            Investment: $1,659,434                Agenda for Change Programs: 17

United Way of Dane County identifies local issues and invests in solutions designed to increase family well-being. In collaboration  
with our volunteers and community partners, we leverage resources, track data and advocate for policy to drive systems change. 

Here’s how we invested in 2Gen in 2021:

489 
families received holistic,  

family-centered wraparound  
services from multiple  

agencies. 

96% 
maintained housing  

(161 families).
 

80% 
of children achieved  

developmental milestones  
(138 children aged 0-5).

THE IMPACT ON LOCAL FAMILIES PARTICIPATING IN 2GEN PROGRAMMING IN 2021:

Community Solutions Team Volunteers: 12                Program Participants: 715  
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STRATEGIES:
•   Strengthen family outcomes through 2gen collaborative programs that improve  

family well-being through the areas of income, education and health.

•   Cultivate and strengthen partners within 2gen collaborations to provide more  
comprehensive services for families and support quality improvement of programs. 

DEEPER DIVE: WHAT IS 2GEN?
In 2019, we launched this new area of investment in order 

to focus specifically on how the well-being of adults we 
serve directly impacts the well-being of their children, 

and vice versa. Through this multigenerational lens, we 
work with our nonprofit partners to identify the historical 
and structural barriers that undermine a family’s overall 
well-being. Because we know that while adults and 
children have different needs, they’re interdependent.

For example, if parents know that their child is in a 
safe, high-quality learning environment, they can focus 

their energy on obtaining jobs that pay a family-sustaining 
wage, rather than worrying about care for their child.

When we focus on ways to coordinate our efforts across our Agenda for Change 
pillars we’re more likely to help multigenerational families find the balance they  
need to thrive in our community.

RISE WISCONSIN    
RISE Wisconsin provides care coordination, home visiting and therapeutic support to 
children and families to help them achieve success at home and in the community. Their 
ParentChild+ Program is an early literacy home visiting program that helps parents and 
caregivers prepare their children for 4K. This year, RISE helped Tasha, a single mother of 
two, by providing her children with educational resources and teaching her how to take an 
active role in their early education. Now, Tasha feels much better prepared to be the best 
parent she can be! And her kids are better set up for long-term educational success.

UNITED WAY OF DANE COUNTY  
INVESTS IN 2GEN-BASED  
PROGRAMS AT THESE AGENCIES
Anesis Center for Marriage  
and Family Therapy
Children’s Hospital of WI
Community Action Coalition for  
South Central Wisconsin
Goodman Community Center
Madison Children’s Museum
Northside Planning Council
Porchlight
RISE Wisconsin
The Playing Field
The Rainbow Project
The Road Home Dane County
YWCA Madison

United Way donors support 850 nonprofits.  
To see a complete list of agency partners, visit 
www.unitedwaydanecounty.org/100years


