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Request for Proposals Criteria 
We are pleased to announce United Way of Dane County Foundation’s 2019 Powerful Experiences: 
Youth Mentorship and Leadership Grant. At this time, we are requesting proposals from Dane County 
nonprofit agencies, community organizations, and faith-based groups to help ensure that Dane 
County youth can succeed academically and graduate high school, prepared for higher 
education, career and community. A total of $10,000 in grant dollars is available, with $5,000 being 
the maximum allocation to a single agency. 
 
This grant is made possible by one-time funds distributed annually from United Way of Dane County 
Foundation’s interest earnings. The grant process is an opportunity for United Way Loaned 
Executives (limited-term employees who lead the annual fundraising campaign) to better understand 
community needs and how resources are allocated. The deliberation and decision making are key 
components of their professional development.  
 
The 2019 grant focus is on creating powerful experiences for youth that provide mentorship and 

develop leadership qualities. Proposals could include but are not limited to leadership trainings, 

conferences, and trips.  

Background 

One goal of our community’s Agenda for Change is ensuring academic success for youth in Dane 

County. This is a critical issue to address together.  

• 8 % of students do not graduate from high school in Dane County. This percentage 

becomes larger as the data is dissected by race.  

• Being on track for 9th Grade is crucial for success in career and life. Students who take 
higher-level math and science are more likely to attend and complete college. 

• 10% of Dane County youth see or witness trauma, 18% of MMSD youth deal with 
behavioral health issues. This can often lead to underlying anger, depression, anxiety and 
other behaviors that stifle effective learning. 

• Graduation is a minimum requirement for career success. Too few students meet this 
minimum, contributing to Dane County’s racial disparities in employment and health. 
 

Strategies 
 
United Way of Dane County’s Academic Success mobilization plan lays out five strategies to achieve 
our goal of preparing students for higher education, career and community. The five strategies 
are:  
 

Strategy 1: Facilitate access to additional learning opportunities to enhance students’ mastery 
of academic content. 
*Strategy 2: Build students’ social/emotional and non-cognitive skills.  
Strategy 3: Ensure students’ behavioral health and wellness.  
*Strategy 4: Foster connection, belonging, leadership and academic success with 
opportunity youth (disconnected or at risk of disconnecting).  
Strategy 5: Recognize family engagement as a key component to improve student success.  
 

*Funding for this grant will focus on strategies 2 and 4. 
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Request for Proposals  
 
We invite current partner agencies as well as other community organizations to submit proposals that 
align with one or both recommended strategies above and will help our youth develop the skills 
necessary for success in adulthood.  
 
Grant proposals can target a variety of forms of youth engagement, whether providing leadership 

training, creating impactful experiences, or providing resources to programs that support 

youth. We hope to target young adults and their families who are looking for mentorship and support 

to ensure the success of the youth.  

Grants will total $10,000; individual agencies can request funding of up to $5,000.  
 
Funds available through this grant must be used for services provided in Dane County and should be 
spent by no later than October 31, 2020.  
 
Application deadline is Friday, July 12, 2019 by 4:30 pm.  Please note: You must be available to 
present your application on Friday, August 9 between 8:30 am and 1:45 pm.  We will contact you to 
schedule for your presentation at the Anderson United Way Center. 
 
 

Questions and completed Applications may be directed via email to foundation@uwdc.org. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Thank you for helping youth in Dane County! 
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