
RENT OR GROCERIES
YOUR WEEKLY BUDGET
You are a single parent of two, living paycheck to 
paycheck. You’ve just paid rent on your two bedroom 
apartment, leaving you $500 to get through the week.

DAY 1 TRANSPORTATION
To get a job, you will need to get around. Will you borrow a car 
from a friend or take the bus?

Borrow a car:  
$100 for gas

Madison Metro low-income  
monthly pass: $28.00

DAY 4 SCHOOL SUPPLIES
Your children need school supplies. Usually you spend $100 on  
supplies for both your children, but this year one of your children 
needs a graphing calculator ($100).

Pay $200 for school supplies Borrow a calculator from the 
teacher, and pay $100 for other 

school supplies

DAY 7 JOB OFFER!
Congratulations, you’ve been offered two jobs. Which job do you accept?

$10/hr retail job during the day 
while your kids are at school 

+16 stars

$13/hr manufacturing job 2nd shift 
and pay $150/week  

for childcare
+21 stars

DAY 2 BILLS
Your bills arrive. Which ones are you going to pay?

Cable bill $50 

Cell phone/internet bill $50 

Water utility bill $50

Electric bill $50 

DAY 5 GROCERIES
You usually spend $100/week on groceries, but you notice  
that your grocery staples, like cereal, canned goods, milk, and 
peanut butter are cheaper per ounce if you buy in bulk.

Buy the smaller,  
cheaper sizes for $75 

Buy the bulk groceries  
for $150

DAY 3 PROFESSIONAL CLOTHING
You’ve been called in for a job interview, but you don’t have any 
professional clothes to wear.

Buy a suit that doesn’t quite fit you 
at Goodwill for $25  

Buy a new suit  
at Kohl’s for $100 

Call United Way 2-1-1 to find a free clothing center (0 stars)

DAY 6 DENTAL CARE
You have a toothache that’s been bothering you for weeks, and 
your health insurance, if you have it, does not cover dental care.

Get a cleaning and x-rays for $200 Purchase Orajel or alcohol to numb 
the pain

Ignore it (0 Stars)

1 in 8 people in Dane County live in poverty and have to make   
difficult decisions every day. Can you make it through the week?

Instructions: Listen to the scenarios and look at your options. You have 20 stars representing $500. When you choose an option, you’ll see this symbol:        mark off that many stars  
on the chart above. When you run out of stars, you’ve run out of money so weigh your decisions carefully.  


