
OUR COMMUNITY’S AGENDA FOR CHANGE 2019 Progress Summary

EDUCATION
Goal: Children are cared for and have fun as they become prepared for school.  
 •  81% of 4-year-old participants in the Parent-Child Home Program (Parent-Child+) are 4-K ready, exceeding the national benchmarks for the 4th straight 

year. 160 families are served through this literacy focused home visitation program.
 •  Three Early Childhood Zones are now operating in Dane County. These zones are public-private partnerships providing services that coordinate early 

childhood supports with housing and employment support for parents. A childcare component will be piloted in 2019 to help families secure and 
maintain training and employment.

Goal:  Students succeed academically and graduate from high school, prepared for higher education, career and community.
 •  2,090 elementary, middle, and high school students in Madison, Sun Prairie, Middleton and Oregon received 15+ hours of tutoring in reading and math.
 • The 6-year Dane County graduation rate increased to 92.2% in 2018. Black and Latinx 6-year graduation rates are now 75% and 85%, respectively.
 •  Our Youth Transitions programs are serving over 130 high school students with emotional and behavioral disorders to help them transition successfully 

from high school to work and/or post-secondary education.

INCOME 
Goal: More people are on pathways out of poverty.
 •  The HIRE Initiative helps individuals aged 18+ who haven’t graduated and/or are looking for employment get a diploma and secure/maintain employment. 

Since 2013, 2,274 individuals have found employment, 449 of whom secured jobs earning $15 an hour or more. (Local market rate for 2-bedroom 
apartment is $1,400/month. $15 an hour is 41% of their income.)

 •  49 employers in the HIRE Employer Council have pledged $15 an hour wages to recruit a diverse talent pool and help reduce poverty.
 •  518 returning citizens participated in Journey Home; 73 individuals worked one-on-one with Resource Specialists with only seven individuals returning 

to prison in 2018. Journey Home one-year reincarceration rate is 10%. Community re-incarceration rate (individuals who return to prison within three 
years of release) is now 39%, down from 66% in 2012.

Goal: There is a decrease in family homelessness.                  
 •  Since 2008, 83% of the over 400 families (including more than 1,000 children), served through our Rapid Rehousing programs, have never returned to 

the shelter system. 
 •  More than 1,500 families were provided quality housing case management in 2018, addressing root causes of their homelessness.
 • Together with our partners we have cut family homelessness by 50% since 2014.

	 •	United	Way	Affordable	Housing	Fund	made	first	$50,000	investment	to	build	44	new	units	of	workforce	housing.

HEALTH 
Goal: People’s health issues are identified and treated early.
 •  3,775 Dane County students received behavioral health treatment, helping them focus academically. 2,937 6th graders in four school districts were 

assessed	for	anger,	anxiety	and	depression	to	find	and	treat	students	with	signs	of	trauma	that	prevent	them	from	learning	in	the	classroom.	 
192 received specially designed treatment in school, resulting in a greater classroom success and graduation. 

 •  2,973 students received preventive and restorative dental services provided on-site at 34 elementary schools, increasing attendance. 
Goal: Seniors and people with disabilities are able to stay in their homes.
 •  295 older adults received Comprehensive Medication Reviews (CMRs) in 2018 through agency and health system partnership, Smart Meds, reducing 

adverse drug events.
 •  Over 400 older adults participated in falls prevention classes offered through partner agencies and 300 older adults received in-home safety assessments 

for falls and adverse drug events reducing their falls rate to 22%, compared to the national average of 33%.

ENGAGING THE COMMUNITY 
Goal: Engage our community, mobilize volunteers and strengthen local nonprofits.
 •  2-1-1 responded to over 31,000 calls for help and provided over 50,500 referrals to community resources. 2-1-1 is a 24/7, central access point for 

people in need that can assist in almost any language. 2-1-1 is being Dane County’s access point to Wisconsin’s Addiction Recovery Helpline that 
connects people struggling with substance use to local recovery services. 

 •  VolunteerYourTime.org, the premier volunteer opportunity website in Dane County, reached a total of 36,617 unique visitors. The Business Volunteer 
Network	(BVN)	celebrated	20	years	of	success	with	exciting	new	member	benefits.	Onsite,	customized	volunteer	projects	that	engage	employee	 
work teams and strengthen staff communication and leadership are now exclusively available to our nearly 40 members.

 •  United Way mobilized resources to assist Dane County communities affected by local disasters. 2-1-1 was the single access point for community 
needs	related	to	the	Sun	Prairie	explosion	and	assisted	over	2,000	people	in	their	flood	damage	reporting	to	FEMA.	United	Way	raised	over	$40,000	 
for	a	special	Flood	Relief	Fund	and	provided	technical	assistance	to	local	committees	that	distributed	financial	assistance	to	those	most	in	need.

Our overarching goal is to stabilize families in Dane County by effectively mobilizing the caring power of the community. To do that, families need to have a strong  
foundation built from a quality education, a reliable income, and access to health supports – all of which are the building blocks of a stable life and thriving community.
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2019 Total Revenue: $22,778,577
Fundraising/Administration: $ 3,252,476 (14%)

Program Funding: $19,526,101 (86%)
2019 Investments in Agenda for Change: $18,196,101

Distributed to Federated Groups: $1,330,000

Please note, content and facts presented below reflect progress from 2018 and 2019 projected resources.



Dane County Community Level Data  
to use at United Way of Dane County  

from March 2019- March 2020
At United Way of Dane County, we use data to inform our practice and to understand the impact of our work. Having 
accurate data helps us make informed decisions about the state of our community and keep track of improvements or 
declines. Using the same data consistently across the organization helps us maintain a clear message about United Way 
of Dane County and our impact. We want to make sure we are achieving our vision of a Dane County where everyone can 
succeed in school, work and life, and data helps us see that. 

Dane County population (individuals): 522,8371

Individuals experiencing poverty: 63,003 of 508,736 (12.4%)2

78% of Camp Randall could be filled with individuals in Dane County experiencing poverty

Three children in every classroom  
(of 25) in Dane County  

are experiencing poverty
Children under 18 experiencing poverty:  

12,963 of 108,140 (12.0%)3

1 in 8 children under 5 are experiencing poverty  
in Dane County 

Children under 5 experiencing poverty:  
3,789 of 30,517 (12.4%)4 

Nearly 3 in 50 families in Dane  
County are experiencing poverty

Families in Dane County experiencing poverty  
($25,100 for 4 in 2017): 7,347 of 124,351 (5.9%)5

Nearly 1 in 25 individuals  
over 16 are unemployed

Individuals over 16 years and unemployed:  
16,155 of 425,119 (3.8%)6

 White: 11,686 of 365,196 (3.2%) 
 Black: 1,631 of 19,193 (8.5%) 
 Hispanic: 1,572 of 21,830 (7.2%) 
 Asian: 1,186 of 23,719 (5.0%)

Nearly 2 out of 25 students  
do not graduate from high school  

in Dane County
Dane County Graduation Rate  

(6-year cohort, 16 districts): 5,075 of 5,502 (92.2%)7

 White: 3,460 of 3,614 (95.7%) 
 Black: 442 of 590 (74.9%) 
 Hispanic: 400 of 470 (85.1%) 
 Asian: 206 of 223 (92.4%)

Dane County families experiencing acute  
family homelessness, point-in-time count:  

848 

1 in 20 individuals in Dane County do  
not have health insurance coverage
Dane County individuals who do not have  

health insurance coverage:  
25,773 of 518,927 (5.0%)9

 
Dane County non-profit public charities  

(501(c)(3)): 2,81510

Footnotes
1  2013-2017 US Census American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, S0101
2  2013-2017 US Census American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, S1701
3  2013-2017 US Census American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, S1701
4  2013-2017 US Census American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, S1701
5  2013-2017 US Census American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, S1702
6  2013-2017 US Census American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, S2301
7   2017-2018 School Year, Department of Public Instruction, Calculated by UWDC

8  Annual July 2017 Point-in-Time Count: takes place on a single night and identifies 
families with children in shelter, cars, outdoors, or places not meant for human 
habitation (acute homelessness); Homeless Management Information System

9  2013-2017 US Census American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, S2701
10   Davey, Andy. Sifting Through Abundance: Outlining the Nonprofit Sector in Dane 

County (2018). www.madisongives.org/file/about/Sifting-Through-Abundance.pdf. 
Data calculated by Davey from IRS Business Master File, Nov. 14, 2017.  
www.irs.gov/charities-non-profits/exempt-organizations-business-master-file-ex-
tract-eo-bmf


