
UNITED WAY OF DANE COUNTY

THE POWER OF MANY. WORKING FOR ALL.



TOGETHER, WE HAVE THE 
POWER TO CHANGE LIVES

When we focus on moving families toward stability it ensures that 

our economy will be stronger, neighborhoods will be safer and our 

community will be more successful. United Way initiates holistic 

solutions focused on education, income and health in order to give 

families living in poverty the opportunity to build foundations for 

stable lives. Join us as we work toward a better Dane County, for all. 

STABILITY IS CRUCIAL FOR 
DANE COUNTY FAMILIES

64,000 MEN, WOMEN 
AND CHILDREN 
live in poverty in Dane County1

APPROXIMATE NUMBER 
OF FAMILIES2 
experiencing acute 
homelessness3100

Education, income and health are the building blocks of a stable 

life. Families with a steady income and place to live are better 

equipped to focus on their jobs, education, health and parenting. 

1   U.S. Census Bureau, 2012-2016 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, Table S1701. The Federal Poverty    
 Level is defined as a family of four living on less than $24,600.

2 Data from Wisconsin Homeless Management Information System as of spring 2018 
3 Acute is defined as in shelter, outdoors or other places not meant for human habitation 



Homeless children are:

Three years ago, Monicka, her partner Johnny and their three daughters (now ages 3, 11 and 11) 

became homeless. They went from staying in shelter at United Way of Dane County partner 

agency The Salvation Army to another partner agency, YWCA Madison, and then back again, 

all while seeking more permanent housing. Even though Johnny had a job, their housing 

history made it extremely difficult to secure another apartment. Monicka and Johnny’s 

determination to build a better life for their family was what carried them through.

“ It’s hard. In the middle it’s so dark and lonely and scary and a lot of times you cry. But I used 

that crying as a cleansing, and said OK, I cried last night, I’m not going to cry today. I’m going to 

do something. When you feel like giving up, don’t, because that’s when you need to fight harder.”

DETERMINATION: GETTING THROUGH  
THE DARK DAYS

2x
4x

more likely 4  
to repeat a grade

more likely5  
to be sick

4 Child Trends Data Bank: Homeless Children and Youth, 2015.  
5 First 5 LA. Child Homelessness and Trauma: The Connections and a Call to Action, 2017.



40%
decrease from 2013–2017
in acute family homelessness  
in Dane County6

After their second stay at The Salvation Army, Monicka and her family were connected to 

United Way partner agency The Road Home of Dane County, provided with a case manager 

who assisted them in finding housing and helped with day-to-day efforts to get back to a stable, 

independent living situation. Finally, through hard work, focus and support, the family was able 

to get into United Way supported apartments. This was their second chance – and they proved 

they were perfect tenants, always paying rent on time and getting along with their neighbors. 

“ All I was asking for was a little help. Not to be taken care of for the rest of my life. 

This was a breakthrough.” 

PERSEVERANCE: THE JOURNEY  
TO STABILITY

6  Madison’s annual Point-in-Time count takes place on a single night and identifies families in shelters, cars, outdoors or places 
not meant for human habitation. Many more families are housing insecure (i.e., doubled up) but not included in this count.



210 families7  
with children

were housed by United Way in 2017

Three years later, Monicka and her family are thriving. Johnny is working full time, 

and Monicka recently finished United Way’s HIRE Healthcare Administration Training 

Program through Urban League of Greater Madison. Their children are flourishing 

in their new stable home and the youngest even participates in United Way of Dane 

County’s Parent-Child Home Program, an early literacy and school readiness program 

conducted in partnership with RISE. The family gives back in any way they can, and 

Monicka tells everyone she meets about all of the impactful programs the community 

has to offer. She even organized Thanksgiving dinner for The Road Home shelter 

guests through her church! 

“ You have to give back. You can’t expect good things to happen to you if 

you’re not putting good things out there.”

GIVING BACK: A FLOURISHING FAMILY

7 United Way End of Year Agency Reports



OUR GOAL–STABILIZE FAMILIES IN DANE COUNTY 
BY EFFECTIVELY MOBILIZING THE CARING POWER 
OF THE COMMUNITY

We are the intersection where the 

community meets to effectively and 

efficiently change lives.

United Way proudly invests 86% of all dollars 

raised in programs and initiatives right here 

in Dane County. 14% of all dollars raised are 

dedicated to running a strong organization  

and engaging more of our community.

THROUGH SMART STRATEGIES AND STRONG 
PARTNERSHIPS, UNITED WAY IS FIGHTING  
FOR THE FAMILIES OF DANE COUNTY

JOIN THE FIGHT 



CALL UNITED WAY AT 2-1-1 TO GET HELP
2059 Atwood Avenue | Madison, WI 53704 | 608-246-4350 | unitedwaydanecounty.org 

Brochure generously created and donated by Hiebing. ©2018 United Way of Dane County.

See more stories at unitedwaydanecounty.org 

Follow United Way of Dane County on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter (@unitedwaydaneco).

United Way fights for the education, financial stability and health  
of everyone in Dane County.

THE POWER OF MANY. WORKING FOR ALL.

Even $5 a pay period  

can make a difference for 

families like Monicka’s. 

GIVE
$

Lend a hand to those in need. 

Visit volunteeryourtime.org  

or call 2-1-1.

VOLUNTEER

Share your story, spread 

the word, follow us on 

social media.

ADVOCATE


